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Teaching notes 
 
A starter activity for Year 8 students 
 
Objective: students understand that a wide range of factors is important in the concept of 
Britishness. 
 
 
Resources 
 
Step 1: One large set of the triangles on pp.2–9 below, not cut out – ideally one A3 sheet per 
triangle.  Each triangle contains a concept related to ‘Britishness’.  Before the lesson, place 
each sheet on a different table. 
 
Step 2: One smaller set of the triangles (A5, as below), cut out, for each group of four or five 
students. 
 
 
How it works 
 
Step 1 Gathering ideas 

Tell students that, as a class, they are going to decide what ‘being British’ means; what do 
modern British people do, say, wear and think? 

In small groups, students spend one minute at each table.  During this one minute, they should 
write, in silence, as many ideas as they can about that concept onto the sheet.  For example, in 
and around the triangle entitled ‘the Royal Family’ they might choose to add phrases such as 
‘funded by the taxpayer, ‘good for tourism’ or ‘outdated institution’. 

At the end of the activity, a spokesperson from each group reads out the ideas from their final 
table. 
 
 
Step 2 (optional) Triangle ranking 

Give each group a set of the small triangles and ask them to try to organise them into one larger 
triangle, with the most important idea at the top.  They will need to place some of the triangles 
upside down. 
 

 
 
When they have tried for around 10 minutes, point out that there is no ‘right’ answer and that 
all of the factors are important in the concept of Britishness.  Indeed, any of the three points of 
the triangle could be the top! 
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